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Curriculum Intent Statement

“We aim to send all young people into an ever-changing world
able and qualified to play their full part in it”

At The Gainsborough Academy we understand that getting the curricu-
lum right for each and every individual student is the single most im-
portant factor in ensuring progress, encouraging positive engagement
and raising aspirations.

Statement of Intent

At The Gainsborough Academy we want all students to leave able
and qualified to play their full part in an ever-changing world,
through an ambitious, creative and innovative curriculum which
empowers students with the skills, knowledge and attributes to
allow them to succeed with the challenges of life beyond their
time at school. (in their next phase of education and their working
life).

We aim to engender a love of learning, self-belief and aspiration
by:

1.Removing barriers to learning
2.Developing skills for learning
3.Developing personal attributes

4.Enriching students' experiences and broadening their horizons




Curriculum Intent Context

“We aim to send all young people into an ever-changing world
able and qualified to play their full part in it”

1.Removing barriers to learning

At the Gainsborough Academy we identify 4 key barriers, that if left unchallenged can limit the
potential off future success and career aspirations. These are:

. Literacy

. Numeracy
. Oracy

o Vocabulary

We focus on enhancing these core skills in order to enable our students to go out into the world,
and become successful, happy, fulfilled adults who will be good citizens and make a positive con-
tribution to society. Supportis made available to ensure learners can access education. English,
Maths and Science are given priority within the curriculum to ensure students are able and quali-
fied. Curriculum pathways are individualised and reviewed regularly to maximise students pro-
gress and support additional needs.

2. Developing skills for learning

Each curriculum area at The Gainsborough Academy aims to develop not only subject
knowledge but also transferable skills for learning. We strive to create ‘mini subject special-
ists who have inquisitive minds and a determination to attain high levels of personal perfor-
mance in all areas.

/\\

- Social Skills - Skills for Learning - Communication




Curriculum Intent Context

“We aim to send all young people into an ever-changing world
able and qualified to play their full part in it”

3. Developing personal attributes

We encourage all students at the Gainsborough Academy to be responsible, respectful
and safe. Through use our of core values as outlined in fiTde Gainsborough Wayowe
aim to actively promote positive attitudes to learning which reflect the values and skills
needed to promote responsibility for learning and future success. Both curriculum time
and drop down days are made available to address SMSC, CIAG and aspirations. Addi-
tional time is available for sports, arts, and academic interventions through an active ex-
tra curricular programme and enrichment opportunities.

The Gainsborough Way. It is our intention for all of our students to:

e Believe in themselves

o Take responsibility for their choices and actions
e Take risks and rise to a challenge

e Dream big

o Work hard and never give less than their best
e Support others

e Take pride in our school community

e Learn from our mistakes

e Be equipped to learn

e Show respect and listen to others

e Take pride in their appearance.

4. Enriching students' experiences and broadening their horizons

As an Academy in a local community we aim to enrich each students cultural capital
in order for them to become well rounded human beings ready for the next stage in

their journey. We promote local culture but are equally committed to breaking down

socio-economic prejudice, raising aspirations and broadening horizons for all.

e Experiential Learning — Trips, visitors, International Experiences

e Hands-on Experiences — Practical opportunities in the classroom

e Extracurricular opportunities — sports clubs, school shows, STEM club

e Wider Opportunities—Membership of the Student Leadership Team, Ambas-
sador roles within school (safeguarding squad, anti-bullying, student council
as an example)



Curriculum Implementation

Key Stage 3

All students follow a 20 lesson per week model and are grouped based on ability identi-
fied through assessment and informed by data.

At The Gainsborough Academy groupings is not static as we believe - as not all children
are the same nor will be the rate of their progress be. Groupings may be revisited several
times per academic year and adapted to best suit the needs of the individual.

As required additional intervention will be initiated, from differentiated in class work to a
bespoke curriculum pathway in one of our intervention units. This is underpinned by our

core ethos of :

MNever do | ess for anyone el se'ss child a

Curriculum content is derived from government recommendations and adapted from KS4
Programme of study. Students will repeatedly practise subject skills and recall key
knowledge to develop a strong base to progress into KS4 as confident and inquisitive
learners whilst as defined in our Gainsborough Way ethos. Effort is clearly recognised
alongside Academic performance and is celebrated and reported routinely.
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Curriculum Implementation

Key Stage 3

Year 9

From 2020 students will have an updated offer to support a broad and balanced curricu-
lum that has ambition built in.

Curriculum areas focus on skill development to prepare and build knowledge as a foun-
dation year for GCSE curriculum. All students will continue to study across an EBacc
route and have 2 personalised subject options.

These mini options enable a more bespoke curriculum to be adopted however they do
have the opportunity to change their options in consultation with staff and parents
throughout this year as they progress towards KS4.

Mini options as delivered as suites of study:

Social Science—Students will study both Child Care and Health and Social Care

Technology—Students will study DT, Engineering and Construction

Performing Arts—Students will study both Music and Drama
IT—Students will study | media and Business Studies
Dance

Sport

Food Technology

Art and Design
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Curriculum Implementation

All students follow a 20 lesson per week model and are grouped in Core subjects based
on ability identified through assessment and informed by data.

At the Gainsborough Academy students are not restricted by predetermined option
blocks and specific pathways. From Year 10 students have the opportunity to opt for eve-
ry available qualification specialising in subjects they have experienced in previous
years, the timetable is then built to accommodate student choices.

Through the Assembly, tutorial and SE programme students continue to develop person-
al skills and social awareness as well as developing a greater appreciation of the values
of our society in Britain, again underpinned by our &ainsborough Waybethos.
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Curriculum Intent—additional considerations

“We aim to send all young people into an ever-changing world
able and qualified to play their full part in it”

5 Year CURRICULUM Transition Model—Rationale.

e At the Gainsborough Academy we have historically observed a dip in student progress between Ks2 and 3. By
building a curriculum that drives pace in KS3 we believe it will support outcomes as students will not have
time to make a slow start at secondary school.

e AS5 year pathway enables the departments to improve organisation of the curriculum by focusing attention on
developing skills required to succeed alongside specific subject knowledge.

e A broad curriculum is offered throughout all years . With the exception of a pre-requisite for an EBAC option
students have open guided choice. Where future aspiration towards a specific discipline area is apparent and
supported by parents students are allowed to move towards specialist pathways that meet their needs.

e An RE curriculum that covers many religions (beyond Christianity, Islam and Judaism) as well as mapping of our
core beliefs such as fundamental British Values are at the core through an appropriate PSHE curriculum

e Teachers have had to review schemes of work and evaluate pedagogical approaches. This in turn has improved
teaching and learning

+ Students follow the National Curriculum. The framework is a minimum expectation for subjectknowledge and )
application of key skills that subjects must cover. Students study a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum over 20
Y 7 lessonsincluding English, Maths, Science, PE, Art, MFL, ICT, Performing Arts, Creative Arts, Technology, Religious
car Studies and Humanities. y

+ Students continue to follow the National Curriculum. All faculties have a graduated and sequential learning framework )

that demonstrates subject knowledge and application of key skills progression over time. Students study a broad,
Year8 balanced and ambitious curriculum over 20 lessonsincluding English, Maths, Science, PE, Art, MFL, ICT, Performing
Arts, Creative Arts, Technology, Religious Studies and Humanities. y

*In Year 9 students chose mini-options as part of their personalised curriculum. All students follow a broad, balanced )
and ambitious curriculum including English, Maths, Science, PE and EBacc option (Humanities, MFL) and 3 open

Year 9 | choicesfromany aspectofthe curriculum. Throughout the year they have the opportunity to change options.
S

~

*In Year 10 students begin their formal GCSE curriculum. This curriculum remains broad, balanced and ambitious due

Year 10 to breadth of subject study.

"y

~

*In Year 11 students enter the final year of their formal GCSE curriculum. This curriculum remains broad, balanced
and ambitious due to breadth of subject study.

Year 11

Why we do not YmposeCEBacc route on our learners

At The Gainsborough Academy we give consideration to the individual needs of each student when considering
whether the EBacc route is the best option for them. Pupil choice is the determining factor, in individual option
interviews held with the Principal future career choices and aspirations are also discussed and consideration of pu-
pil ability is also given, although not used as a limiting factor. We will continue to review our EBacc policy as out-
lined above annually taking into consideration the local labour market and changing educational landscape.



Broad and Balanced—Subject Groupings

“We aim to send all young people into an ever-changing world
able and qualified to play their full part in it”

In Year 9, we encourage students to have a broad curriculum by making their own informed choices around their
strengths, interests and their desires for the next stage of education and employment. All students have a meeting
with a Senior Leader to discuss their rationale behind their choices. This is a foundation year to enhance core skills and
continue on the journey to develop sequential subject knowledge over time. Students have the option to choose

° EBacc option from Geography, History, French, Spanish
° Three additional options from any subject on the curriculum.

In previous years’ students have chosen options from four closed blocks which limited a students option choices and
restricted their ability to follow a full EBacc suite of subjects. Our intention with the new ‘open choice’ curriculum is to
provide all students the opportunity to study any combination of courses in addition to at least one EBacc option.
These mini choices set the bespoke, personalised curriculums for the next stage of their education. Students have the
opportunity to change their options throughout Year 9. This has increased the breadth of the curriculum and has en-
sured that students do not study a narrow GSCE course.

Our definition of a broad and balanced curriculum is to study subjects across a range of disciplines. We consider a stu-
dent to have a broad and balance curriculum if they are studying English, Maths, Science, PE and a subject from at
least 3 of the disciplines below. We have categorised the disciplines as:

° EBacc Humanities (History or Geography)

. MFL (German, Spanish or French)

. PE (BTEC Sport or Dance)

° Technology (Hospitality, Construction or Resistant Materials)

° Art and Design (Fine Art, Craft and Design, Graphics or Textiles)

o IT

. Philosophy and Ethics (Religious Studies)

. Performing Arts (Drama or Music)

. Subjects not studied in Key Stage 3 (Business Studies, Childcare, Health and Social Care

We aim for all students to follow 4 different strands but since more open choice was enabled in Year 9 we have ob-
served students preferring to study 2 subjects within a category. This is most apparent in vocational learning of Tech-
nology and Social Science. This is also reflective in the local labour market, where technology ,engineering and Public
service (caring roles) are emerging opportunities and supported by specialist provision within the town at Key stage
5.



Broad and Balanced—Subject Groupings

“We aim to send all young people into an ever-changing world
able and qualified to play their full part in it”

Year 9
2 area coverage
(narrow curricu-
4 areas coverage | 3 area coverage lum) Total
All number 44 70 1 114
% 38.6 61.4 0.9
pp number 24.0 38.0 1 62
% 61.3 38.7 1.6
SEN number 12 12 0 24
% 50.0 50.0 0.0
Year 10
All number 92 36 2 128
% 71.9 28.1 1.6
pp number 52.0 22.0 2 74
% 70.3 29.7 2.7
SEN number 25 9 0 34
% 73.5 26.5 0.0
Year 11
All number 101 23 0 124
% 81.5 18.5 0.0
pp number 56.0 12.0 0.0 68
% 82.4 17.6 0.0
SEN number 26 8 0 34
% 76.5 23.5 0.0

In Year 9 6% follow the full EBacc suite, but 100% study from within the EBAC suite. It is the school’s in-
tent to ensure where possible all students study at least one EBacc subject in addition to Science. This
analysis shows this trend.

We understand the EBacc subjects are essential to many degrees and open up lots of doors for individual
students. It is our intention to ensure all students fill the EBacc buckets linked to progress 8 and study a
curriculum of two Science and either History, Geography, MFL (Spanish, German or French) . Our direc-
tion of travel is to increase the percentage of students studying multiple EBacc subjects; this is a naturally
occurring transition. However, whilst we understand the importance of EBacc subjects, we feel it is not
appropriate for our student body to be forced down any particular curriculum route. We intend our cur-
riculum to be ambitious, academic, challenging but also carry student choice at the heart.

When meeting students regarding their curriculum choices each senior leader gives consideration as to
whether the EBacc is the best option for the individual student.

In all instances where Curriculum coverage is narrowed (3 students across KS4) students have opted for 3
subjects from within in ‘not previously studied area’ therefore we take the stance it still provides depth
to their learning and an extension to their knowledge base.



