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%
T H E  L A W%YO U  A R E  R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R :

•  E N S U R I N G  YO U R  C H I L D R E N 
R E C E I V E  F U L L  T I M E  E D U C AT I O N

•  T H E I R  R E G U L A R  AT T E N D A N C E  AT 
S C H O O L

As the parent, you are committing an offence if 
you fail to make sure that your child attends school 
regularly, even if they are missing school without 
your knowledge. You run the risk of being issued 
with a Penalty Notice or being taken to court.

T H E  LO C A L  AU T H O R I T Y  M AY 
D E C I D E  TO  P R O S E C U T E  PA R E N T S 
I N  I N S TA N C E S  W H E R E  A B S E N C E  I S 
U N AU T H O R I S E D  BY  T H E  S C H O O L .  I F 
T H I S  H A P P E N S :

for failing to ensure that their child attends school 
regularly

• Magistrates can also impose a Parenting Order, 
which means that the parent has to attend a 
counselling and guidance programme, usually a 
parenting class

•A Penalty Notice of £60 may be issued by the Local 
Authority as an alternative to prosecution. This rises 
to £120 if unpaid after 21 days but within 28 days. 
Failure to pay will normally lead to prosecution

R E G U L A R  AT T E N D A N C E 

AT  S C H O O L  I N C R E A S E S 

YO U R  C H I L D ’ S  C H A N C E 

O F  G E T T I N G  G O O D 

Q UA L I F I C AT I O N S

A N D  A  G O O D  J O B .

Y O U R  C H I L D ’ S  E D U C A T I O N 
I S  E X T R E M E L Y  I M P O R T A N T 

Any absence means that children 
miss important school time – both 
educationally and for other school 
activities. 
to catch up on work later on.

W H A T  C A N  Y O U  D O ?

Ensure that your child attends 
school regularly and arrives on time. 
Lateness can be very disruptive for 
the class and your child. If your child 
is late after registration closes, this 
will be counted as an unauthorised 
absence.

If your child is absent from school you 

day of absence

• phone the school, or
• send a note
• call at the school, to notify them about 
the absence, the reason and expected 
return date
• provide medical evidence due to 
illness at all times

The reasons your child should not be 
kept away from school include:

• to look after brothers or sisters
• to mind the house
• to visit relatives
• for long weekends
• for shopping trips
• for birthdays
• for holidays during term time



%YO U  S H O U L D  N OT  E X P E C T 
YO U R  C H I L D ’ S  S C H O O L  TO 
A G R E E  TO  A N  A B S E N C E 
F O R  A  H O L I D AY  I N  T E R M 
T I M E .

The law says that parents do not have 
the right to take their child out of 
school for holidays during term time.

Recent amendments to school 
attendance regulations (which 
came into force from 1 September 
2013), remove references to family 
holidays and extended leave and 
make it clear, that the Headteacher 
may not authorise any absence from 
school unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.

If you feel there are exceptional 
circumstances why your child needs 
to be absent from school, you should 
apply, in advance, by writing to the 
Headteacher explaining clearly the 
dates and reasons you are requesting 
leave of absence.

If the school refuses a request for leave 
of absence and the child is still taken 
out of school this will be recorded as 
unauthorised absence and noted in the 
child’s record.

YO U  M AY  A L S O  R E C E I V E  A 
P E N A LT Y  N OT I C E  F O R  T H E 
P E R I O D  O F  A B S E N C E .

T E R M T I M E
H O L I D A Y S

W O R K I N G 
T O G E T H E R
W O R K I N G  TO G E T H E R  W I T H  YO U R 

S C H O O L  M A K E S  A  D I F F E R E N C E 

F O R  YO U R  C H I L D .

H E L P  Y O U R  C H I L D ’ S 
S C H O O L  T O  E N S U R E  T H A T :

• rules are observed
• discipline is maintained
• other students and school staff are 
respected
• all tasks and homework are 
completed
• your schools buildings and facilities 
are cared for

Y O U R  S C H O O L  W I L L 
I N F O R M  Y O U  O F :

• term and holiday dates
• other days when the school will be 
closed

Y O U R  S C H O O L  W I L L 
I N F O R M  Y O U  I F :

• your child is not attending
• your child is frequently late
• homework is not being completed
• unacceptable behaviour in school

P L E A S E  N OT E :  A L L  A B S E N C E S  O N  T H E  L A S T  D AY  O F 

T E R M  W I L L  B E  U N AU T H O R I S E D  U N L E S S  W E  H AV E 

M E D I C A L  E V I D E N C E .  T H I S  W I L L  CO U N T  TO WA R D S  T H E 

F I N I N G  P R O C E S S .



M A I N  L I N E
0 1 4 2 7  6 1 2 4 1 1

CONTACT US

AT T E N DA N C E

0 1 4 2 7  6 1 2 4 1 1
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THE GAINSBOROUGH ACADEMY
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